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law. Judgments of forfeiture were obtained
in the courts. Such was the case of the quo
warranto against the city of London, and the
proceedings by which the charter of Massa-
chusetts was vacated.
The Legislature of New Hampshire has no
power over the rights of the plaintiffs than
existed somewhere in some department of gov-
ernment before the Revolution.   The British
Parliament could not have annulled or re-
voked this grant as an act of ordinary legis-
lation.   If it had done it at all it could only
have been in virtue of that sovereign power,
called omnipotent, which does not belong to
any legislature in the United States.    The
Legislature of New Hampshire has the same
power over this charter which belonged to the
king who granted it, and no more.   By the
law of England the power to create corpora-
tions is a part of the royal prerogative.   By
the Eevolution this power may be considered
as having devolved on the legislature of the
State, and it has accordingly been exercised
by the legislature.    But the king can not
abolish a corporation, or new-model it, or alter
its powers, without its assent.   This is the ac-
knowledged and well-known doctrine of the
common law.   " Whatever might have been
the notion in former times/' says Lords Mans-
field, "it is most certain now that the corpora-
tions of the universities are lay corporations;
that the crown can not take away from
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